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TONY YOUNG,
john bromley and
peter holland

Tony Young, together with his business
partners, John Bromley and Peter Holland
worked in the ceramic industry for over 30
years. Their expertise is in creating some
of the most treasured works of ceramic art
and collectable figurines held by collectors
around the world.
All three men suffered badly when much
of British ceramics sector fell apart in
2009. Tony had worked for Compton and
Woodhouse for 20 years. When the company
went into administration in 2009, he was
made redundant. Everything was falling
apart. Peter and John were also unable to
get any sculpting work at that time. It was
not just the three men that were affected.
The highly skilled workers that Tony had
known in centuries old ceramics firms, such
as Coalport, were suddenly out of work.
Despite all three men being over the age of
50 – they knew something had to be done.
In 2009, the three decided to start their
own business to retain the skills in British
ceramics. The three had strong artistic and
technical skills but felt a little daunted about
setting up their own company, although they
knew the ceramics industry very well.
They decided upon a name– The UK Figurine
Collective and set about making their own
website, led by Peter who had the most
experience. www.figurinecollect.com. They
now sell most of their products from the
website.
Needing to understand the nuts and bolts of
setting up a new business, the three worked
with Business Link in the UK to learn the
basics of how to do the books. Business Link
also found them a very good accountant.
They got advice on business start-ups from
The Prince’s Initiative for Mature Enterprise

(PRIME), a partner in Senior Enterprise,
whose seminar they attended in Cheltenham.
They also got assistance from Leek Council,
which gave them a small business grant of
a couple of thousand pounds towards their
start-up costs.
The men work closely with a factory in Stoke
and have built up an amazing team of skilled
workers, left over from the days when the
ceramics industry was booming in Britain.
Most of the people they work with are all
over 50 and have a lifetime of experience. As
Tony says, “Despite being over 50, we have
a lifetime of skills and expertise which makes
our business credible and professional.” Now
the men work with what Tony calls “a dream
team, people who five years ago I would not
have dreamt of being able to work with”
including a former senior figurine painter
from Royal Doulton, as well as the last expert
in making ceramic flowers from Coalport.
To the three men, the quality and standard
of their products is hugely important.
They have created a business in which all
the sculptors and artists have complete
involvement. Because they are based in the
UK their items are more expensive, but they
make something truly collectable and do not
want to cut corners.
The Royal wedding last year saw a real
boom in business for commemorative
pieces. Traditional ceramic memorabilia
from Britain was in hot demand from the US,
Canada and Australia who love The Figurine
Collective’s pieces. The future looks bright,
the organisation plans to get more sculptors
on board and to grow the collective. They
want to exploit their Britishness as something
unique and of value and to showcase quality
ceramics that are still made in England.

